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Overview 
 Creator: Sterrett, Lew  
 Title: W. Lew Sterrett papers 
 Dates: 1936-1979 

 
Abstract: Lew Sterrett served in Dallas County government for more than 50 

years. Sterrett ran for County Judge in 1948 and won the election. He 

remains one of the county’s most memorable historical figures. 
 Identification: 2015.23 
 Quantity: 2.34 linear ft., 4 oversize items 
 Language: Material is in English 
 Repository: Dallas Historical Society 

 

Biographical Note 

Lew Sterrett served in Dallas County government for more than 50 years. Beginning his career 

as a Justice of the Peace, Sterrett ran for County Judge in 1948 and won the election. He was re-

elected several times and served for 20 years helping to rid the county governmental offices of 

corruption. Lew Sterrett pioneered several changes while serving in his position.  

 

Scope and Contents Note 

Documents, clippings, audio, oversized items and scrapbooks marking historical events in Lew 

Sterrett’s career. 

 

 

http://www.dallashistory.org/


Arrangement of the Collection 
 The collection is organized into one series: 

  Series 1: W. Lew Sterrett papers 

 

Restrictions 

Access Restrictions 

Collection is open for research use.  

Publication Rights: 

Permission to publish materials must be obtained from the staff of the Dallas Historical Society. 

Copyright Statement: 

It is the responsibility of the user to obtain copyright authorization. 

Sensitive Material Statement: 

Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with sensitive or confidential 

information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and regulations. 

Researchers are advised that the disclosure of certain information pertaining to identifiable living 

individuals represented in this collection without the consent of those individuals may have legal 

ramifications for which the Dallas Historical Society assumes no responsibility. 

 

Index Terms 
 This collection is indexed under the following terms. 
 Subjects (Persons) 
  Sterrett, W. Lew, -- 1902- 
  Struwe, Bob --1959- 
  Decker, Bill 
  Harding, Warren 
  Jones, Clarence 
  Parkhouse, George 
  Roy, Mickey 
  Weinart, Herman "Doc" 

  

 



 

Subjects 
  Dallas County (Tex.) -- Politics and government. 
  Dallas Fork and Knife Club 
  East Texas Club 
  First National Bank in Texas  
  Frank Reaugh Art Club 
  Kermis Club 
  Koch and Fowler 
  Scottish Rite 
  Texas Bank and Trust 
  Texas Federation of County Officials 
  The Mustang-SMU Alumni Association 
  Democratic Party 

 

Administrative Information 

Preferred Citation 

Collections of the Dallas Historical Society, W. Lew Sterrett records. 

 

Detailed Description of the Collection 

Series 1:W. Lew Sterrett papers, 1936-1979 

2.34 linear ft., 4 oversize items  

Box Folder             

1 1  Audit-Bob Struwe, 1990-1992 
 2  Auditor's salary budget comparison, 1967-1968  
 3  Breakfast Club, 1961  
 4-7  Campaign, 1936, 1948-1954 
 8  Campaign-correspondence, 1962-1963 
 9  Campaign-expenses, 1954 
 10  Campaign-political committee, 1954 
 11  Campaign-radio speech, 1954 



 12-13  Court documents, 1946-1973 
 14  Correspondence-miscellaneous, 1952-1974, undated 
 15  Dallas Citizens Luncheon, 1962-1963, undated 
 16  Dallas Fork and Knife Club, 1968-1971, undated 
 17  Decker, Bill, 1967-1968 
 18  East Texas Club, 1951 
 19  Ephemera, 1967, undated  
 20  First National Bank in Texas and Credit Union, 1955, undated  
 21  Frank Reaugh Art Club, 1969 
 22  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.93, 1948-1950 
 23  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.94, 1952 
 24  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.95, 1953-1958 
 25  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.96, 1962 
 26  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.97, 1963-1965 
 27  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.98, 1965-1967 
 28  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.100, 1968 
 29  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.99, 1968-1970 
 30  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.101, 1970-1971 
 31  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.102, 1971-1972 
 32  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.103, 1972-1974 
 33  From scrapbook #A.2015.23.104, 1974 
 34  Harding, Warren, 1966-1973 
 35  Grizzard, 1969 
 36-37  Mrs. Hardy-Estate of E. Girard, 1963-1965 
 38  Insurance-expired, 1942-1967 
 39  Jones, Clarence-correspondence, 1973-1974  
 40  Kermis Club, undated 
 41  Keys, gun case, new jail, 1966 
 42  Koch and Fowler, undated 
 43  Luncheon, 1955, undated 

Box Folder             

2 44  New courthouse bond election-brochure, 1961-1964, undated 
 45  Newcomen Society, 1964 
 46  Notes-cancelled, 1948-1962 
 47  Parkhouse, George, 1967 
 48  Political, 1962-1965 
 49  Political-newspaper clippings, 1959-1964 
 50  Political-correspondence, 1959-1964 



 51  Political material, 1954, 1960-1963 
 52  Political-miscellaneous, 1959-1964 
 53  Political-names, 1962-1963 
 54  Public employees luncheon lists, 1964-1965 
 55  Road bond, 1958-1978 
 56  Roy, Mickey, 1965 
 57  Scottish Rite-7th degree, undated 
 58-61  Scottish Rite-33rd degree-correspondence, 1953-1971 
 62  Scottish Rite-certificates, 1948, 1966 
 63  Scottish Rite-degree work, 1948-1969 
 64  Scottish Rite-Knight Commander-investiture, 1956 
 65  Scottish Rite-Masonic appointments, 1963, 1969, 1973  
 66  Scottish Rite-proposed members, 1958-1962  
 67  Society for abandoned and neglected children, 1967-1969  
 68  Dallas Times Herald-Kennedy assassination, 1963 
 69  Special assessment-alley pave, 1947 
 70-72  Speech-general, 1957-1961, undated 
 73  Speech-brochures and newsletters, 1957-1959, undated 
 74  Speech-hospital, 1957-1959, undated 
 75  Sterrett, Lew - 50 Year Award, 1971 
 76  Sterrett, Lew – personal, 1970-1971 
 77  Texas Bank and Trust, 1963-1965 
 78  Texas Federation of County Officials, 1966 
 79  Weinart, Herman "Doc", 1967 
 80  Campaign-advertisements, 1952 
 81  Diplomatic reception rooms - program, 1987 
 82  The Mustang-SMU Alumni Association, 1973 
 83  Fields of Gold-item is in library: L.2015.23.83, 1975 

 84  Distinguished Service Award-item is in museum objects: 

M.2015.23.84, 1977 
 85  Contributors-Democratic Party, 1952 
 86-92  Reel to reel audio, undated 

 93msbk-

104msbk 
 Lew Sterrett-scrapbook, undated 

item              

A.2015.23.105.os-

A.2015.23.108.os 

 

 News copy items are in oversized folder, 1977-1979 

 

 



 


